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also this passage: ' Let those who despise the capacity of the Swiss, tell us by what wonderful policy, or by what happy conciliation of interests, it is brought to pass, that in a body made up of different communities and different religions, there should be no civil commotions1, though the people are so warlike, that to nominate and raise an army is the same.'
I am obliged to Mr. Astlc2 for his ready permission to copy the two following letters, of which the originals arc in his possession. Their contents shew that they were written about this time, and that Johnson was now engaged in preparing an historical account of the British Parliament.
'To MR. CAVE.
\No datc^ 'Sm,
' I believe I am going to write a long letter, and have therefore taken a whole sheet of paper. The first thing to be written about is our historical design.
'You mentioned the proposal of printing in numbers, as an alteration in the scheme, but I believe you mistook, some way or other, my meaning; I had no other view than that you might rather print too many of five sheets, than of five and thirty.
'With regard to what I shall say on the manner of proceeding, I would have it understood as wholly indifferent to me, and my opinion only, not my resolution. JLmptoris sit cligcrc.
'I think the insertion of the exact dates of the most important events in the margin, or of so many events as may enable the reader to regulate the order' of facts with sufficient exactness, the proper medium between a journal, which has regard only to time, and a history which ranges facts according to their dependence on each other, and postpones or anticipates according to the convenience of narration. I think the work ought to partake of the spirit of history, which is contrary to minute exactness, and of the regularity of a journal, which is inconsistent with spirit. For this reason, I neither admit numbers or dates, nor reject them.
' I am of your opinion with regard to placing most of the resolutions See,, in the margin, and think we shall give the most complete account of Parliamentary proceedings that can be contrived. The naked papers, without an historical treatise interwoven, require some other
1 In the original contentions.             Asllc, who lives like moths on old
' 'Dec. 21, 1775. In the Paper parchments.' Walpotc's Letters, vi. Office there is a wight, called Thomas 299.
bookOsborne repelled by the impenetrabl' dence of one, and deadened impassive dulness of the Johnson's Works, viii. 302.3-
